
Graduation Details 
 
Date: Tuesday, June 9th 7:00 PM 
Senior Student Arrival: 5:00 PM (Main Building A) 
Gates Open (Guests): 6:00 PM 
 
Arrival Time 
It is important for our graduates to arrive on time at 5:00 PM and report to their staging area in Main Building A. 
They will enter through the front doors and will be greeted by staff providing their location. There, we will 
separate students placed by alphabet and put in separate rooms to meet health guidelines. They will receive 
details about the procedures to follow in the ceremony. Keep in mind, we don’t get any practices, so this will be 
important to arrive on time. Seating is first come-first served and while we have plenty of parking, getting close to 
the stadium will require early arrival. Families will be allowed to enter the stadium at 6:00 PM and must have a 
ticket to enter the gates.  
 
Student Dress 
Due to potential heat, we are striving for 1 -1 ½ hours for graduation (including the processional and the 
recessional) In the past, we have been very rigid in what our graduates are allowed to wear, because it is such a 
dignified event. However, because their caps and gowns are going to add to the heat issues, I am allowing students 
to dress casual underneath their graduation gown and it is their choice, as long as it meets school dress code. 
We will be very spread out and there will be a lot of walking, so students should wear tennis shoes, sandals, flip 
flops, or just comfortable footwear. Because we are on a turf field, ladies, I would discourage you from wearing 
high-heeled shoes, as it would be almost impossible to walk.  
 
Graduation Caps 
We do NOT decorate our caps for commencement. 
 
Student Preparations for the Ceremony 
(Receive at Ceremony) 
 
Tickets 
Each graduate will be allowed to bring 4 guests and now have received those tickets. There will be three gates 
from which to enter, all will require a ticket for entry. As you know, I would like for more to attend, but these are 
the district guidelines and I will have limited seating, with each group of four distanced 6 feet apart from the next 
four. 
 
Parking 
A map of available parking is included in this packet. For guests sitting on the visiting side, you may want to park at 
the tennis courts, which will provide closer proximity to your seats. 
 
Seating / Social Distancing 
The stage will be located in the endzone closest to the scoreboard and our students and faculty will be seated six 
feet apart on the field as well. I can seat 90 families of 4 in the bleachers on the home side and 40 families of 4 in 
the bleachers on the visiting side. We will have thin South-Doyle seat cushions placed in the stadium to outline the 
social distance for seating. Please adhere to this spacing to respect those families around you. We will have seating 
on the track with about 35 sets of four located on both sides of the students body. Finally, I will have 22 picnic 
tables in the grassy area outside the covered walkway, each with seating for 4. These will not be great seats, but 
will be under umbrellas and maybe a bit more comfortable. We will have ushers to assist with seating. I have 
attached a pictures of where seating is located. 
 
Handicap Accessibility 
If you or a loved one is attending graduation and will need handicap seating / parking, please email Sherry Beeler 
(sherry.beeler2@knoxschools.org), so she can reserve a great place that meets your needs and greet you upon 
arrival. We will also provide close parking to facilitate your needs. This will be the last ticket gate past the football 
locker rooms. If we have elderly guests who would like to remain in their cars for the ceremony, we will have 
special parking on the football practice field overlooking the stadium. We will provide an  FM channel to make 
listening clearer for you in your vehicles 
                                (OVER) 



Dignified Environment 
We want our ceremony to be a very dignified event and special evening for your kids. Please be respectful when 
speeches are given and refrain from any activity that takes away from the positive attention to our kids. There will 
be a time to get rowdy and cheer for this group, so please be respectful. 
 
Masks 
I encourage everyone to wear masks, but it will not be required. I am providing “SD Strong” face masks for all of 
my graduates and faculty. Again, these are not required, but available to protect at their discretion. I believe they 
will also make for a great keepsake symbolic of this school year.  
 
Caps / Gowns 
Not all have picked up their caps and gowns, so please continue to take care of payments or pickups from the 
guidance we have sent in previous messages. Students must be in their caps and gown in order to participate in 
the ceremony. For those who made arrangements with Mrs. Wood for a cap and gown, she will be located in Main 
Building A for pickup and drop off after the ceremony. 
 
Diplomas 
Because graduation has been moved forward so drastically, diplomas and covers will not be ready for graduation. I 
will present graduates with a scroll instead and mail diplomas at a later date. Please make sure all debts are paid 
and computers / materials turned in so they can be released when they arrive later in June. 
 
Photo Opportunities (3rd) 

• Friday, June 5th (12:00 PM – 5:00 PM) – There should be more areas of campus decorated (rock, signage 
along fences, SD Nike Backdrop, etc) at that time. 

• Tuesday, June 9th (Post-Graduation) – We will leave campus open for approximately one hour to capture 
those final moments before departure.  

 
Virtual Post-Secondary Roll Call 
Finally, we are organizing a Virtual Post-Secondary Roll Call (formally, College Roll Call) and using a web-site called 
VidHug to produce your segment of the video. I have attached a link below that will take you directly to the site for 
you to produce a short video of yourself, stating your name and where you will be attending college, post-
secondary trade school or the military, following graduation. We are asking that you wear your graduation cap and 
gown when making your video (won’t accept without it). Then we will compile everyone’s segment together for 
one large ceremony that we will share with you in the weeks ahead. This is just a fun, quick way to secure a few 
more memories of your graduating class. This will be closed once graduation ends on the 9th. 
VidHug Link 
 
Streamed Live / Recorded Copies 
The ceremony will be streamed live for guests who are not able to attend and the web address for this is 
Knoxgrads.com. Also, we will be recording the ceremony and will provide a copy to each graduate later in the 
summer, as well as the final compilation of the Virtual Post-Secondary Roll-Call. 
 
Field Access 
No guests will be allowed on the field until graduation is over and the students have marched back to the endzone. 
At that time, feel free to take pictures and enjoy your final moments on campus! 


